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OUNDLE, 


May,  1938. 

To  THE  OUNDLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  report  on  the  health  of  the  town  during  the 
year  1937  as  follows  : — 

Genefal  Description. 

The  town  stands  at  a  level  varying  from  60  to  200  feet 
above  sea-level. 

It  comprises  an  area  of  2,075  acres,  exclusive  of  that 
covered  by  water. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  popula¬ 
tion  (mid  1937)  is  2,728. 

There  are  632  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  year,  according 
to  the  Rate  books. 

The  rateable  value  is  £16,945. 

A  penny  rate  produces  £69. 

The  chief  industries  are  a  brewery  and  general  shops  ; 
there  are  no  factories. 

There  is  also  an  important  public  school  with  some 
600  boys  and  two  elementary  schools. 

Unemployment ;  averages  about  20  cases  weekly. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Live  Births.  Legitimate  ...  1  ...  8  ...  15 

Illegitimate  0  ...  0  ...  0 

Birth  Rate=5'4  per  1000. 

Still  Births,  nil. 


Male.  Female.  Total. 

Deaths.  18  ...  23  ...  41 

Death  Rate=15  02  per  1000. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 

„  ,,  other  Puerperal  Causes 

,,  of  Infants  under  1  year 

Infantile  Death  Rate  :  0  per  1000. 

Deaths  from  Cancer . 

„  „  Measles . 

,,  „  Whooping  Cough 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea 

,,  ,,  Pneumonia 


nil. 

nil. 

nil. 
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0 

0 
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There  is  no  evidence  that  any  conditions  of  occupation, 
environment,  housing,  or  unemployment  have  e.xercised 
any  signihcant  influence  on  the  health  or  physique  of 
children  or  adults. 


Public  Health  Officers. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

B.  R.  Turner,  M.B.,  B.C.  Cantab. 

Engineer,  Surveyor,  and  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

Mr.  H.  W.  Bolton,  M.  Inst.  M.  &  Cy.  Eng.,  Cert.  R.S.I. 

Nursing  Association  : 

Miss  Coates,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B. 

Laboratory  Facilities  : 

Bacteriological  Dept.,  Northampton  Hospital,  and  Clini¬ 
cal  Research  Association. 

Ambulance  : 

There  is  a  motor  ambulance,  staffed  by  members  of  the 
St.  John  Ambulance  Association. 

Nursing  in  the  Home  is  done  by  the  District  Nurse. 
Health  Visitor  :  Miss  Charlton. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics  :  nil. 
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Hospitals  : 

Oundle  Public  Assistance  Infirmary.  Oundle  and  Thraps- 
ton  Isolation  Hospital  (Medical  Officer :  Dr.  A.  F. 
Elliott,  M.B.,  B.C.  Cantab.). 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. — There  is  an  abundant  supply  of  excellent,  but 
hard  water — 29  degrees  of  hardness.  A  Base  Exchange 
Water  Softener  has  been  installed,  and  water  is  now 
supplied  at  10  degrees  of  hardness.  Analyses  of  this 
have  been  uniformly  good. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — Drains  and  sewers  are  both 
efficient  and  in  good  order.  The  Sewage  Works  are 
well  kept,  the  effluent  passing  after  filtration  over 
several  fields  into  the  river.  There  is  no  pollution  of 
the  river. 

Closet  Accommodation. — There  are  some  twenty  closets 
unconnected  to  the  sewer. 

Public  Cleansing. — Refuse  is  cleared  biweekly.  The 
streets  are  very  well  kept. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  is  appended. 

Smoke. 

No  nuisance  has  arisen  from  smoke. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  is  a  bathing  place  in  the  river  under  the  Council’s 
direction.  Oundle  School  has  a  large  open-air  swimming 
pool. 

Schools. 

Sanitary  conditions  and  water  supply  of  schools  are 
satisfactory. 


Housing. 


Housing  Act,  1930,  and  the  Corresponding  Pro¬ 
visions  IN  THE  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Progress  under  Programmes. 

Position  at  30th  September,  1937. 

Houses  dealt  with  in  Clearance  Areas. 

Number  of  Houses  included  in  the  total  programme  : — 

1.  Which  have  been  demolished  ...  ...  ...  19 

2.  Which  have  been  made  ht  ...  ...  ...  10 

3.  Which  have  been  put  out  of  use  for  human 

habitation  (including  parts  of  buildings  closed) 
and  are  not  to  be  demolished  ...  ...  ...  nil 

4.  Which  are  not  accounted  for  in  Items  1  to  3  but 

in  respect  of  which  no  further  action  is  required  nil 

5.  Totals  of  Items  1  to  4  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

6.  In  respect  of  which  action  is  necessary  but  was 

not  completed  by  30th  September,  1937  ...  3 


7.  Total  of  Items  5  and  6  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 


C.  A.  Pulley,  Clerk. 

1st  October,  1937. 


4  New  Street, 
Oundle. 


Housing  Statistics — Year  ended  31st  December,  1937. 

1 .  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Y ear  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous- 


27 


ing  Acts) 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  49 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 
sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ••.  ‘-^4 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  49 


(3)  N  umber  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  two  closed 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)* 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without 

Service  of  formal  Notices  ; — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  27 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  :- 
A — Proceedings  under  sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  . . .  nil 

B — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  . . .  nil 

C — Proceedings  under  sections  19  and  21  of  the  Hous¬ 
ing  Act,  1930. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . nil 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu¬ 
ance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  nil 

D — Proceedings  under  section  20  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1930. 

» 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...nil 


May,  1938. 


B.  R.  Turner, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Supervision  and  Inspection  of  Food. 

See  Inspector’s  Report. 


Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  other 
Diseases. 


There  were  8  notifications  during  the  year  ; — 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Diphtheria  ... 

Enteric  Fever  . 

Pneumonia 
Erysipelas  ... 

No  notifications  of  any  Tubercular  Disease. 


2 

1 

1 

3 

1 


The  prev'alence  of  notifiable  disease  is  very  low.  Summer 
Diarrhoea  of  infants  is  rare.  The  freedom  from  Tuber¬ 
culosis  is  noteworthy.  Rickets  is  very  uncommon. 


Cancer. 

There  were  4  deaths  from  Cancer — 2  male,  2  female. 
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Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  cases  have  occurred. 

The  town  is  in  my  opinion  a  very  healthy  one  ;  food 
water,  and  drainage  in  good  order,  and  roads  well  kept. 

Surveyor’s  Report. 

This  is  appended. 

I  am. 

Yours  faithfully, 

B.  R.  TURNER, 
B.A.,  M.B.,  B.C.  Cantab 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SURVEYOR,  WATER 

ENGINEER  AND  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

To  THE  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

I  herewith  submit  my  Report  of  work  carried  out  for 
the  year  ended  December  31st,  1937. 

Public  Water  Supply. 

A  Base  Exchange  Water  Softener  was  installed  during 
the  year  and  inaugurated  on  November  2nd,  and  is  operating 
very  successfully. 

The  crude  supply,  though  perfectly  wholesome,  is 
sufficient,  but  with  a  hardness  of  29  degrees  and  containing 
also  some  amount  of  corrosive  acidity. 

The  layout  not  only  provided  for  softening,  but  also 
for  efficient  aeration  of  the  whole  supply. 

The  scheme  incorporated  the  existing  filtration  tanks, 
with  the  result  that  as  now  adapted  the  Council  have 
a  comprehensive  arrangement  to  meet  every  contingency. 

The  water  is  now  supplied  to  the  consumer  at  10  degrees 
of  hardness. 

A  new  ornamental  building  was  erected  to  house  the  plant. 

Nearly  800,000  gallons  of  water  were  supplied  to  the 
Oundle  School  for  watering  football  grounds  during  the 
drought  period  of  October. 

Water  is  also  being  supplied  for  certain  villages  in  the 
Rural  Area. 

Main  Sewers. 

The  Main  Sewers  are  in  good  order. 

Sewage  Outfall  Works. 

The  Sewage  Outfall  Works  have  been  well  maintained. 

Infectious  Disease  (Fumigation). 

All  infected  houses  were  fumigated  and  all  bedding, 
&c.,  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  steam  dis¬ 
infector. 


Shops  Act,  1934. 

One  new  lock-up  shop  has  been  opened  in  West  Street. 
The  means  of  ventilation  and  heating  are  satisfactory 
and  modern  sanitary  arrangements  are  situate  on  the 
premises. 

Public  Health  Meat  Regulations. 

The  inspection  of  Meat  has  been  carried  out.  No  food 
was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  during 
the  year. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

All  animals  are  slaughtered  by  a  humane  killer. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year. 

Grade  “  A  ”  Milk  is  being  produced  by  two  dairymen 
under  the  best  possible  conditions. 

One  dairy  farm  has  been  modernized. 

Clean  Milk  Production. 

Twenty-eight  samples  were  taken  and  forwarded  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year. 

20  samples  were  designated  “  Good.” 

2  ,,  „  „  “  Moderate.” 

6  „  „  „  “  Bad.” 

New^  Houses. 

Nine  new  houses  were  completed  during  the  year  and 
three  are  in  course  of  construction,  all  by  private  enterprise. 

Oundle  School. 

One  large  boarding-house  has  been  completed  and  one 
house  is  nearing  completion. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. 

263  rats  were  destroyed  and  530  poison  baits  were  laid, 
and  a  large  amount  of  poison  gas  used  during  National 
Rat  Week. 


10 


Houses  Examined,  showing  Cause  for  Action. 


Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dirty  Houses  ...  ...  ...  3 

Overcrowding...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  Drainage  and  Fittings  ...  61 

Other  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Notices  Served. 

1.  Statutory  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

2.  Preliminary  and  Letters  ...  17 

Inspections  other  than  Nuisances. 

Works  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  251 

Slaughter-houses,  Bakehouses,  Dairies, 
Cowsheds,  and  Workshops  ...  114 

Drainage  and  Sanitation. 


Improvements  to  the  sanitation  and  drainage  systems 
have  been  carried  out  to  9  houses — 2  were  entirely  re¬ 
drained. 


Yours  very  truly, 

H.  W.  BOLTON, 

M.  Inst.  M.  &  Cy.  Eng.,  Cert.  R.S.L, 
Engineer,  Surveyor  and 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


1st  February,  1938. 
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